INTRODUCTION
Palliative care, a holistic multidisciplinary approach for those persons with terminal diseases, providing relief for physical, emotional, psychosocial and spiritual suffering of both the patients and their families and to support the dignity of all involved in the process of dying¹.
Palliative care has developed recently, and an understanding of unmet needs and barriers, especially in Kazakhstan, can be addressed through innovative rigorous qualitative research methods covering all the stakeholders involved. Palliative care is an integral Nazarbayev University's commitment to improving health services in Kazakhstan. The published literature shows a lack of palliative care providers in Kazakhstan and the few existing services are underdeveloped 2, 3 . Our current will substantially characterize more in-depth and more broadly on opportunities and barriers for national expansion of quality palliative care in Kazakhstan. 
OBJECTIVES

METHODS
Our proposed research project employed qualitative research methods, including semi-structured in-depth interviews using grounded theory. We conducted purposive recruiting with content analysis and semi-structured interviews until saturation was achieved. 
THE EMERGENT THEMES AND CATEGORIES
RESULTS
The study findings indicate the evidence of growing demand in training of healthcare professionals, inadequate provision of pain relief and lack of public awareness about palliation as primary obstacles for palliative care development in Kazakhstan.
RECOMMENDATIONS
We recommend addressing the identified barriers through public health approach by developing educational and training opportunities for healthcare professionals and establishing the center of excellence in palliative care training and research at the Nazarbayev University School of Medicine to provide an opportunity for national expansion of quality palliative care in Kazakhstan.
